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failed to realize it until the break through on the Meuse,
they should have allowed the world to be told : " unless
we get the machines, we are beaten." It was not too
late to instruct the Press and the wireless to start a
campaign, even when the French were on the Somme
and the Aisne. Everyone knew that the French had
not got sufficient 'planes or tanks, that the B.E.F. was
then embarking at Dunkirk and that it would be some
time before the British could send more troops with
guns and armoured cars. So what? The General
knew all right, but he was doing his best; he was by
nature a leader and good leaders are optimistic.
The General belonged to what was probably the best
unit in the French Army, the Chasseurs. He had
previously commanded a Chasseur division and had
then been put in command of the mechanized division ;
but his old division was still under his command and
it was they who had held up two divisions of German
infantry.
" The Germans are repeatedly infiltrating through our
defences at night along the Aisne," said the General,
** but I tell my Chasseurs : 6 Whatever happens you
must hold your ground/ and, by God ! they do. In
the morning, when we come up with a few tanks and
drive the Germans back, our men are still there at their
posts. The German infantry have been attacking re-
peatedly and losing heavily, but they are nothing much
to write home about. The mechanized division we
engaged was a different matter. They were made up
of Germany's crack troops and fought very well We